Plasma sheet Observations relevant to THEMIS mission.

One of the main purposes of the THEMIS mission is to time substorms. An array of five identical spacecraft equipped with identical instrumentation is slated to determine substorm onset locations. THEMIS will cover a large region of the plasma sheet and have the capability to adopt several separation strategies. The goal of THEMIS is to answer questions about where substorms are initiated. This talk will review what we have already learned from Cluster and Geotail observations and discuss how they are relevant to THEMIS.   

